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Out of

Abundance
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
  consider the abundance of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

Hebrews 13: 7

2020 Disciples Development Conference
Come join the fundraisers, development officers, pastors, and other leaders of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) at the 2020 Disciples Development 

Conference January 14-16 at the DoubleTree Riverfront in Jacksonville, Florida!

“Taking Your Fundraising Efforts to the Next Level”
Sessions will include:
· The 5-Minute Audit – Where Are You Now and How to Transform to the Next Level
· The Midas Touch – Integrating Inheritance and Legacy Planning for Maximum Impact
· Rome Wasn’t Built in a Day – How to Scale Fundraising Beyond the Mission
· Promoting Planned Giving in Your Organization
· And more!

Registration and hotel information can be found on the Christian Church 
Foundation website (christianchurchfoundation.org).

Our keynote speaker, Lani Starkey, JD, LLM, is the founder of Fifty 
Rock Consulting, LLC, and a nationally recognized philanthropic 

planning expert. He is an accomplished consultant, fundraiser, 
tax attorney, former CPA, professor, coach, and presenter. As 
a popular and sought-after trainer, mentor, and speaker, Lani 

frequently presents at conferences and meetings across the 
country on innovative fundraising strategies as well as traditional 

development best practices.
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General Assembly 2019 is over and planning for 2021 has started already. (We hope 
to see you in Louisville in 2021!) We had a fabulous time in Des Moines and it was 
wonderful to see so many familiar faces! Over the four and a half days of Assembly, we 
hosted or co-hosted six different workshops, had a wonderful time working with people 
who stopped by our booth, presented our report to the body of the Assembly, visited 
with friends, attended meals sponsored by other ministries, and hosted over 400 of our 
partners in ministry for dinner. It was truly a joyous time to gather as the Church.

At our dinner, we celebrated awarding the Harry T. Ice 
Distinguished Service Award and the James P. Johnson Stewardship 
Award. Mr. Nathan and Mrs. Claudia Higginbotham of Houston, 
Texas, and Ms. Edith Kelly-Green of Memphis, Tennessee, received 
the Harry T. Ice Distinguished Service Award for their dedicated 
service to their congregations, communities, and the larger Church. 
The James P. Johnson Stewardship Award 
was presented to First Christian Church of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. First Christian 
Church embodies each of the criteria for the 
James P. Johnson Award, but is especially 

dedicated to “innovative approaches to stewardship” that are  
brought to life in their shared worship space, which serves three 
different congregations in Minneapolis.

Of course, no General Assembly would be complete without 
the CCF Hospitality Suite.  We welcomed guests from all over the 
country who were staff, former staff, board members, former board 
members, family, and friends. It was so nice to visit with each of 
these people and share in community together.

Above: Nathan and 
Claudia Higginbotham 

with South Central 
Zone Vice President 

Bobby Hawley

Below: North Central Zone Vice President 
Kirby Gould, Rev. Dan Adolphson (Associate 

Pastor), Rev. Laurie Pound-Feille (Senior 
Pastor), James P. Johnson

General Assembly in Review

Above: Members and friends of FCC Minneapolis

Above: Edith Kelly-
Green with Southeast 
Zone Vice President 

Randy Johnson
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General Assembly in Review (cont’d.)
Together with several of our ministry partners, we offered six workshops to General 

Assembly attendees. Topics of the workshops included: faith-based investing driving 
social change, legacy giving and its role in your congregation’s ministry (offered in both 
English and Spanish), investing for the present and the future, giving in ways that trim 
taxes and maximize gifts for ministry, and using your money to make a difference in human 

trafficking, Earth care, and in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Throughout our workshops, we were in conversation with 
over 230 Disciples from around the globe learning and 
sharing how our dollars make a difference in the world. 

Gary Kidwell, CCF President, reported to the Assembly 
on our behalf. It was a joy to hear him report that $20.7 
million dollars had been distributed from the Foundation 
in 2018 for mission and ministry. Throughout the week, 
we rejoiced in worship together with our fellow Disciples 

through beautiful music, wonderful preaching, and sharing communion together. As 
always, Assembly was a wonderful time to be together, to learn, to worship, to eat, and to 
work with our fellow Disciples. 

Top Row L to R: 
Ruth Weaver, Fonda 
Latham, Marilyn Fiddmont, Randy Johnson, 
and Karen Johnson in the Exhibit Hall; Gary 
Kidwell, Dr. John McCaw, and Kirby Gould 
at the CCF Dinner; India Bobadilla, Hannah 
Simpson, and Heather Simpson at the CCF 
Booth; Gary Kidwell and John May helping set 
up the CCF Booth
Middle Row L to R: Closing worship with 
Rev. Dr. William Barber; Ruth Weaver, John 
Humbert, and Sandy Johnson in the CCF 
Hospitality Suite
Bottom: CCF Booth

Above: Gary Kidwell delivering 
the CCF report to the Assembly
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From Our Doorsteps
In the early 2000s, a long-time member of Washington Avenue Christian Church 

in Elyria, Ohio, found $400 cash at the local mall. After the church member worked 
with the mall authorities and local police to find the owner, the store manager called 
the church member and said that no one claimed the money. The surprise money now 
belonged to the church member! After prayer and thoughtful consideration, she and her 
husband decided they wanted this “manna from heaven” to help the community and 
added $600 of their own money to start the From Our Doorsteps Fund.

The From Our Doorsteps Fund serves the region 
through grants to non-church members who are in 
need of help. Members of the congregation and others 
in the community nominate people for these grants. 
The congregation’s outreach committee considers and 
approves grant requests. One recent grant request helped 
support a family after their home burned following a 
gas explosion. Other grants are distributed for things 
such as replacing a broken washing machine, or helping 
families cover final expenses after the unexpected 
death of a loved one. The congregation distributes five to ten grants each year to benefit      
their community.

The generosity that created the From Our Doorsteps Fund motivated Washington 
Avenue Christian Church to do even more. They joined the Week of Compassion Circle 
of Compassion initiative, creating a named Week of Compassion Endowment Fund at 
the Christian Church Foundation. 

Every year, the congregation has a special offering Sunday in August and they split 
the money from that offering between the From Our Doorsteps Fund and their Week of 
Compassion Circle of Compassion Fund. The From Our Doorsteps Permanent Fund was 
placed with the Christian Church Foundation in 2008 and has grown to over $18,000. 
Washington Avenue has added over $10,000 to their Circle of Compassion Fund. 
Washington Avenue Christian Church has made a difference in the lives of countless 
people regionally and globally, all thanks to the inspirational generosity of one member. 

Washington Avenue Christian Church

For advice and guidance on starting your congregation’s planned giving ministry, please 
contact your Christian Church Foundation zone officer. The map of zones and contact 

information for zone officers can be found on page six of this publication.
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We are delighted to welcome Brittney Allen to our staff as part of our 
Investment Services team! Brittney comes to us after working as an 
accountant in both the public and private sectors. She is a graduate 
of Kelley School of Business at Indiana University. Brittney and her 
husband, Wes, have been married for four years and run the café 
program at their church. They have an adorable bassett hound, Lulu, 
spend their time working on their “fixer upper” house, and have recently 
been approved to become a foster family.  

Welcome , Brittney!

Did you know October is Ministerial Appreciation Month? Be sure to take time this 
month to show your ministers how much you appreciate them. Below is a short list of 
ways you can show your ministers appreciation for all that they do.
 - Write a note expressing your appreciation for them and their 

ministry

 - Offer to help with something specific around the church

 - Pray for them and ask if there is anything specific you can lift 
up in your prayers

 - Get them a gift card for their favorite coffee/restaurant/ice 
cream shop

 - Take them dinner at the church when you know they have an 
evening meeting

To all clergy and lay people, thank you for the ministry you do! It’s because of your hard 
work, your dedicated response to God’s call, and your great faith, that the church is able 
to make a difference in the world. We give thanks for you and hold each of you in prayer 
as you continue on your faithful journey. Again, our deep thanks to each of you for your 
great faithfulness!

Giving Thanks this Fall

November 3 is All Saints’ Sunday. All Saints’ Day is an opportunity to celebrate the faithful 
members of your church who have passed on or those members of your church who have 
remembered your congregation in their end-of-life plans. Members who leave legacy gifts 
for their congregation do so because they believe in what the church is doing, but, more 
than that, they believe the church will be around to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ 
long after they have passed on. What better way to celebrate and honor their legacy than 
to remind your congregation of the faithful witness of the saints who have gone on before 
us? For resources on honoring the saints in your congregation, please visit the resources 
page of the Christian Church Foundation website (www.christianchurchfoundation.org/resources).  
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Christian Church 
Foundation Mission

Our mission is to 
support and expand the 

ability of all Disciples 
ministries to worship, 

witness, and serve.

We do this by identifying 
and resourcing donors 

who desire to make 
a difference through 

planned gifts, and 
by helping Disciples 
ministries be good 

stewards of their gifts 
through sound policies 
and prudent investment 

services. 

Out of Abundance
A publication of the 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDATION
1099 N. Meridian St, Suite 700
P.O.Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986

If you wish to receive this 
newsletter electronically, 

please contact CCF at 
(800) 668-8016 or 

info@ccf.disciples.org (subject 
line “Abundance,” including 

your name and email address).
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Indianapolis, IN 46204
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Gary Kidwell, President                                        
Ruth Weaver, Senior Vice President
Lori Lucas, Vice Pres. & Controller                 
Joe Hartman, Asst. V.P., Investment Program
Sue Hansen, Asst. V.P., Gift Administration
Maggie Archibald, Director of Communications

North Central  Zone
Kirby Gould, Vice President
kgould@ccf.disciples.org
(816) 665-8446 (cell)
6101 Nall Avenue
Mission, KS  66202

Great Lakes Zone
India Bobadilla, Vice President
indiab@ccf.disciples.org
(317) 523-5259 (cell)
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 700
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Southeast Zone
Randy Johnson, Vice President 
rjohnson@ccf.disciples.org
(317) 694-7884 (cell)
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 700 
P.O.Box 1986 
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Mountain West Zone
Jerry Lang, Vice President
jlang@ccf.disciples.org
(720) 232-6633 (cell)
6915 S. Ulster Circle
Centennial, CO 80112

South Central  Zone
Bobby Hawley, Vice President
bhawley@ccf.disciples.org
(817) 923-0422 (office)
(817) 296-5218 (cell)   
P.O. Box 100686 
Fort Worth, TX 76185

Southwest Zone & 
Northeastern Region
Marilyn Fiddmont,Vice President
mfiddmon@ccf.disciples.org
(713) 524-0964 (office)
(832) 236-6005 (cell)
3223 Westheimer Rd.
Houston, TX 77098


