
Christian Church Foundation Spring 2018, Page 1

If you prefer to receive Out of Abundance electronically, please let us know by sending an email 
to info@ccf.disciples.org, subject line “Newsletter,” with your name, congregation, mailing 

address, and the best email address(es) for you.

Dear Friends,
You may notice that our newsletter looks a little different than it has in the past. It 

has been our practice, in previous years, to send one newsletter, Visions, to our donors 
and one newsletter, Generation to Generation, to congregations, pastors, and trustees. 
As you may imagine, many recipients of these newsletters were on both mailing lists, 
much staff time was dedicated to these publications, and many resources went into 
the compiling, printing, mailing, and delivery of each of them. In an effort to be better 
stewards of our resources and time, as well as yours, we have decided to combine these 
two publications into one quarterly publication, Out of Abundance. 

As we continue to help Disciples make a difference in this world, we hope that this 
newsletter makes a difference to you and the way you learn about planned giving, the 
way you relate to the Christian Church Foundation, and the way you make a difference 
in this world and help others to do the same. 

Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. Each of you can make a 
difference in the lives of others through our abundant faith! 

Out of

Abundance
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
  consider the abundance of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

Hebrews 13: 7
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Endowment Creates 
Outreach Possibilities

In 2006, the minister and lay leaders from First Christian Church of Burkburnett, 
Texas, met the Rev. Bobby Hawley from the Christian Church Foundation at an Area 

leadership training event. Shortly after, Rev. Hawley 
was invited to visit the church where he spoke in 
worship and at a potluck dinner about the Christian 
Church Foundation’s ministry and ways in which the 
Foundation and FCC could work together to establish 
and grow the congregation’s endowment funds. 

The progress of establishing and growing an 
endowment fund was slow but steady thanks in large 
part to dedicated lay leaders who were persistent 
and faithful even during clergy transitions in the 
congregation. The giving heart of FCC Burkburnett 
became particularly apparent in the designation of 
their first endowment fund given for the Disciples 
Personal Care Pantry. The Disciples Personal Care 
Pantry is a vital 
outreach ministry 

to the community. Over the last two years alone, the 
Pantry distributed personal care items such as toiletries 
and cleaning supplies to over 300 local families. Through 
this process, the church has engaged new and permanent 
volunteers, and expanded to cover the entire local school 
district. After the church received this generous gift, 
the Christian Church Foundation continued to work 
with FCC to manage this fund so that it can continue to 
energize the Disciples Personal Care Pantry for years to 
come. 

The members of FCC are working hard to grow the 
fund so they can continue to live into God’s call to serve 
their community! 
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March was an important time for people across the world as the U.S. Senate passed the 
Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act (SESTA). This marked a major victory in efforts to stop 
human trafficking and mandated updates to the Communications Decency Act to hold 
online platforms accountable when they knowingly engage in human trafficking. The 
Christian Church Foundation was one of many who advocated for SESTA. CCF works on 
many different levels to ensure that humans are treated with the dignity, respect, and love 
they deserve as beloved children of God. 

In addition to advocating for SESTA, CCF is a member of the Interfaith Center for 
Corporate Responsibility (ICCR) through which we support work for responsible and 
sustainable business practices. Recently, we have worked through ICCR to support the 
“No Fees” Initiative which helps “companies to create robust management systems that 
will insure workers . . . are not forced to pay for employment.”1 Hershey’s, McDonald’s, 
Williams-Sonoma, and Dean Foods are some of the new companies joining the “No Fees” 
Initiative this year, committing to integrate ethical recruitment, stricter codes of conduct, 
and changes in labor policies into their companies.                            

1 http://www.iccr.org/no-fees-initiative

CCF Work Makes a Difference

There are many different ways to give through CCF. One way is through life income gifts, 
such as Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA) or Charitable Remainder Unitrusts (CRUT). Both 
are irrevocable gifts that provide for lifetime payments to a donor or other person(s) and 
provide for a charitable gift at the end of the contract term. The primary differences between 
a CGA and CRUT are: 

Life Income Gifts

Gift is invested

Donor makes gift

Donor (or others) 
receive payment  

for life

Charity receives gift

 - CRUT payments change depending on investment performance 
of CRUT assets, CGA payments are fixed

 - CRUTs may make payments to more than two people, CGAs 
make payments to one or two people

 - CRUT minimum gift is $100,000, CGA minimum gift is $5,000

If you are interested in learning more about a life income 
gift through CCF, contact your Zone Representative today!               
(Zone reps. are listed on page 6.)
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“Many of us think we struggle through life, get to the end of our lives, go to heaven, and 
thank the Lord we are done with this earthly mess.” 

 
Edith Kelly-Green, lay leader and member at Mississippi 

Boulevard Christian Church in Memphis, Tennessee, suggests 
that this is not exactly true. She believes that just as we make 
plans to take care of our families when we are gone, we are called 
to ensure that our church is taken care of, too. 

Edith, who served as a member of the Christian Church 
Foundation Board for nine years, shared these beliefs at a recent 
church breakfast where she reminded members of a saint of the 
congregation, Ms. Mary Walton Lawson. Ms. Lawson held the 
same beliefs about giving to the church after life as Edith, and 

lived out that faith by leaving a scholarship fund for Mississippi 
Boulevard through the Christian Church Foundation. Church members’ grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and even those who have not yet been born will know Ms. Lawson 
through her scholarship and generosity.  

Legacy giving is something that requires great amounts of faith not only because 
it causes us to face our own mortality, but also because it can cause us to doubt what 
we have to give. Edith shared with her fellow church 
members that, “We all have assets. We don’t all think we 
do, but we do.” These gifts can take many different forms 
- from scholarships like Ms. Lawson’s, to gifts in wills, to 
life insurance policies where the church is the beneficiary, 
and many other avenues. Ms. Kelly-Green painted a 
vision of the future of the church where they did not have 
to worry about paying for a new roof or boiler system, but 
could focus on ministry, outreach, and education because 
of the faith of the saints who have gone before us.

Edith closed the morning by sharing scripture from the Gospel of Luke with her 
audience and reassuring her listeners that when they die, “we will be excited that you 
are changing your address to heaven, but we will be even more excited if you have left 
something behind for Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church! Dying really is NOT an 
excuse to stop supporting your church.”

“For if you give, you will get! Your 
gift will return to you in full and 
overflowing measure, pressed 
down, shaken together to make 
room for more, and running over. 
Whatever measure you use to 
give—large or small—will be used 
to measure what is given back to 
you.” ~ Luke 6:38 - The Living Bible

No Excuses!

Ms. Edith Kelly-Green
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Rev. Maggie Archibald joined our staff on March 
1. She serves as Director of Communications for 
the Christian Church Foundation, responsible 
for the Foundation’s overall marketing and 
communication strategies. Maggie has a Master 
of Divinity and a Master of Arts in Multicultural 
Christian Education from Christian Theological 
Seminary in Indianapolis. She was ordained in the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in May 2016. 
Maggie and her husband, Matt, have one son. 

Many thanks to Rev. 
Paul Hartig, Senior 

Pastor at FCC Beech 
Grove, Indiana, for 

creating the beautiful 
stained glass!

The highlight of the Christian Church 
Foundation spring board meeting was the 
recognition and honoring of Great Lakes Zone 
Vice President Enrique “Quique” Ocasio. 
Quique has been with the Christian Church 
Foundation since 2004, first working in 
investment services, then with congregations in 
Puerto Rico, the northeast part of the country, 
and the Great Lakes Zone. After 14 years of 
dedicated work, Quique is retiring at the end 

of June 2018. In honor of Quique’s time with the Foundation, he was 
presented with the Honored Minister pin and stained glass artwork 
depicting the Chalice. Rev. David Vargas, President Emeritus of 
Division of Overseas Ministries, and Rev. Samuel Robles, Jr., Pastor 
of Arise Christian Church in Orlando and current Foundation board 
member, both spoke about Quique and their ministry together over 
the years. Foundation President Gary Kidwell said, “The Foundation 
is much better because of Quique’s sincere devotion, easy rapport, 
authenticity, and calm confidence.” Quique is an invaluable member 
of the Christian Church Foundation staff and will be greatly missed.

India Bobadilla, currently serving as Assistant Vice President of 
the Foundation’s Great Lakes Zone, will be promoted to Vice President 
starting July 1. India and Quique have been working together over the 
last year to help ease this transition.

CCF Board Honors Enrique Ocasio

Meredith Waites joined CCF as 
the new Administrative Assistant 
for the South Central Zone office on 
April 3. Meredith has worked as a 
teacher and private tutor for over five 
years and brings prior administrative 
experience to her role as well. We are 
excited to welcome Meredith to our 
staff. She will be a valuable asset for 
our work and ministry.
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Indianapolis Office
Street Address: 1099 N. Meridian St.

Suite 700
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1986

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986
Ph: (800) 668-8016
Fax: (317) 635-1991

www.christianchurchfoundation.org

Gary Kidwell, President                                        
Ruth Weaver, Senior Vice President
Lori Lucas, Vice Pres. & Controller                 
Joe Hartman, Asst. V.P., Investment Program
Sue Hansen, Asst. V.P., Gift Administration
Maggie Archibald, Director of Communications

North Central  Zone
Kirby Gould, Vice President
kgould@ccf.disciples.org
(816) 665-8446 (cell)
6101 Nall Avenue
Mission, KS  66202

Great Lakes Zone
Enrique Ocasio, Vice President
eocasio@ccf.disciples.org
(317) 750-9188 (cell)
620 Piney Glen Dr.
Gahanna, OH 43230

India Bobadilla, Asst. VP
indiab@ccf.disciples.org
(317) 523-5259 (cell)
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 700
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Southeast Zone
Randy Johnson, Vice President 
rjohnson@ccf.disciples.org
(317) 694-7884 (cell)
1099 N. Meridian, Suite 700 
P.O.Box 1986 
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Christian Church 
Foundation Mission

Our mission is to 
support and expand the 

ability of all Disciples 
ministries to worship, 

witness, and serve.

We do this by identifying 
and resourcing donors 

who desire to make 
a difference through 

planned gifts, and 
by helping Disciples 
ministries be good 

stewards of their gifts 
through sound policies 
and prudent investment 

services. 

Out of Abundance
A publication of the 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDATION
1099 N. Meridian St, Suite 700
P.O.Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986

If you wish to unsubscribe 
from this newsletter, please 
contact CCF at (800) 668-

8016 or info@ccf.disciples.org 
(subject line “Unsubscribe,” 

including your name and 
mailing address).

Mountain West Zone
Jerry Lang, Vice President
jlang@ccf.disciples.org
(720) 232-6633 (cell)
6915 S. Ulster Circle
Centennial, CO 80112

South Central  Zone
Bobby Hawley, Vice President
bhawley@ccf.disciples.org
(817) 923-0422 (office)
(817) 296-5218 (cell)   
P.O. Box 100686 
Fort Worth, TX 76185

Southwest Zone & 
Northeastern Region
Marilyn Fiddmont,Vice President
mfiddmon@ccf.disciples.org
(713) 524-0964 (office)
(832) 236-6005 (cell)
3223 Westheimer Rd.
Houston, TX 77098-1092
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