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Out of

Abundance
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
  consider the abundance of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

Hebrews 13: 7

If you prefer to receive Out of Abundance electronically, please let us know by sending an email 
to info@ccf.disciples.org, subject line “Newsletter,” with your name (or church name if received 

at the church), mailing address, and the best email address for you.

Have you ever wondered how to start a conversation about a particular topic? Have you 
ever dreamed about the future of your church and wondered what will happen in the 
future? Have you talked with other leaders in the church about the possibility of starting a 
planned giving ministry, but you just aren’t quite sure where to begin?

The Foundation has the perfect tool to help you and your congregation begin these 
important conversations. Our newest video provides an introduction to planned giving 
ministries focusing specifically on the Mentoring Model and the difference a planned 
giving ministry can make in the life of a congregation. A planned giving ministry does 
more than just raise money for the church’s future needs. It allows church members to 
leave their own ongoing legacy and witness of Jesus Christ, and can make a difference in 
the life of the congregation today and in the future.

To view the Mentoring 
Model video, please visit 

www.christianchurchfoundation.org 
then click “Congregations,” 
then “Mentoring Model.” The Christian Church Foundation works with churches 

to develop a planned giving ministry and supports 
congregations in being good stewards of all gifts.
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Church Celebrates Impact of Endowments
Heart of the Rockies Christian Church in Fort Collins, CO, celebrated the impact of their 

permanent funds with an “Endowment Sunday.” “Since 1996, we’ve had three endowment 
funds that have blessed our congregation repeatedly,” said Rev. Melissa St. Clair, senior 
minister. “The most recent was established in 2000. Over the years, we’d occasionally receive 
gifts to add to the corpus of those three funds. Last fall, we gratefully received two gifts that 
sparked the creation of two new funds – one named fund and a legacy fund,” she said. “Our 
team of stewards who oversee the endowments saw this as a three-fold opportunity: to remind 
people we have the funds, to help us celebrate these funds and how that income shapes our 
ministry and mission, and to introduce our new funds.”

The church stewards made the strategic decision not to make a specific ask for endowment 
gifts at the service. “This was more to raise awareness and celebrate, laying groundwork 

for a future ask,” Rev. St. Clair noted. 
The worship service included a candle 
lighting ceremony, a listing of memorial 
fund gifts, and an opportunity to write 
the names of loved ones lost in the 
past year. The service also honored the 
memory of one of the names on the 
newest fund - a recent moderator who 
died at age 54. 

“We created a video of people who had 
given to the endowments or included the church in their legacy giving plans,” Rev. St. Clair 
explained. “They talked about why the church was important to them and how they’d been 
nurtured by the church throughout their lives. This felt like an effective way to simply, but 
meaningfully, honor the gifts that had been given, and to remind people that these funds exist 
– and why. Through these testimonies and acts of worship, we were able to talk about this in 
an intentional, gratitude-filled way.”

The endowments, invested at the Christian Church Foundation, provide a stream of 
income to assist with extra-ordinary building needs, seed creative new ministries, and allow 
the church to respond efficiently to emergencies that occur outside the general fund budget. 
Rev. St. Clair cited Rev. Jerry Lang, the Foundation’s representative serving the area, as a key 
resource for the church.

Heart of the Rockies is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2018. Rev. St. Clair said the 
congregation is blessed by generous people who, through the years, have developed an 
understanding that legacy giving for endowments is different than giving to the church’s 
general budget. “We understand that the general fund budget provides for the day-to-day 
operations of the church, while endowments allow us some creativity and freedom now even 
as they help ensure our future.”
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Worship Resources
Did you know that the Christian Church Foundation offers worship resources? Below 
is a litany to recognize endowment donors and their faithful gifts. For more worship 
resources, please visit the Resources tab on our website.  

Litany for Endowment Donors

L: Gracious God, you are to be praised for your children whose faithful witness to your 
love inspires each generation of your people. This morning as we come together to 
worship you we remember especially the faithful witness of Name.

R: Mindful of all those who have gone on ahead of us, teach us to follow their example: 
to feed the poor; to support and comfort those who mourn; to cherish and learn from 
the merciful; to be humbled by, and stand with, the peacemakers. (Any of these could 
be changed to reflect a ministry the donor was particularly passionate about.)

L: Let us clearly recognize what it means to be called the children of God, to be family to 
one another just as Name was family to each of us. 

R: May we know we are to be your saints, neither by our own choosing nor in our own 
strength, but simply by the call of Christ Jesus our Savior. 

L: Loving God, the generations rise and pass away before you. 

R: You are the strength of those who labor; You are the eternal rest of Name who lives 
with You now. We rejoice in the company of your saints and in the witness that Name 
provided to each of us when he/she/they walked among us. 

L: We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and especially 
those most dear to us who rest in you. We recognize that Name gave us gifts in life 
through their faith, their love, and their presence with us and now he/she/they leaves a gift 
in death to help us continue to do your work in this world. 

All: We bless you for his/her/their life and love, and rejoice that for him/her/them, “all 
is well, and all manner of things will be well.” As we celebrate and lift up Name, one 
of the saints of our congregation, we pray that we would be a tribute to his/her/their 
legacy of love, faithfulness, and stewardship. Amen.
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Larger than Life , Permanent Fund Lives On
The opening line for Valerie Hall-Watters’s eulogy was, “Don’t talk to me about rules 

dear, I make the rules,” (from volatile opera singer, Maria Callas). Valerie Hall-Watters 
was indeed a woman who did make her own rules. She left 
home at sixteen to join the then famed Franchon & Marco 
dance company and, for the next several years, toured the U.S. 
and Canada under the watchful eye of her mother who joined 
the company as a seamstress in order to chaperone Valerie. 
When she settled in Los Angeles, Valerie began work in movies 
through a contract with Columbia Pictures and danced in 
many of the big musicals in their heyday. She stood in for many 
stars of the day including Ella Raines in films such as Tall in 
the Saddle, Joanne Dru on her television series Guestward,Ho!, 
and Anne Bancroft for twenty-eight years in Turning Point, The 
Slender Thread, and To Be or Not to Be, among other movies. 

Valerie was larger than life in her work and dance, but also 
in her faith. Valerie was a longtime member of First Christian 

Church, North Hollywood, and lived in the Studio City, California, community since the 
1940s when the area was considered a virtual wilderness. In the late 1950s, FCC ,North 
Hollywood, moved to its current location just one block from Valerie’s house and she 
began attending the church in the 1960s. Valerie often joked that she and Rev. Bob Bock 
were the two who started the church because she was there almost from his first day 
serving the congregation. Valerie was committed to the ministry of the church and her 
greatest passion for ministry was through the Christian Women’s Fellowship, she was a 
faithful participant in one of the congregation’s “CWF circles” and their ministry. 

Valerie’s daughter, Terri, knew when her mother died, after living 102 years packed 
full of life, she should do something to honor her mom’s dedication and passion for the 
church. Terri established a named permanent 
fund to honor her mother. This permanent 
fund provides an ongoing stream of income 
to the many ministries which are provided by 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship groups of 
FCC. Even though Valerie is gone, her legacy 
and her dedication to the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship groups in the church continue to 
be larger than her life through her permanent 
fund.   

Ms. Valerie Hall Watters

Ms. Watters (second from left) at a CWF Circle 
Christmas Party hosted by Rev. & Mrs. Bock
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                   Welcome , Sloan !
We are pleased to announce that Sloan Schafer has accepted a newly 
created position, Financial Operations Staff, on our Investment 
Services team. Sloan joined the Foundation staff July 2. Sloan recently 
graduated from Krannert School of Management at Purdue University. 

Staff News
 Congratulations, India !

India Bobadilla was promoted to Vice 
President of the Great Lakes Zone on July 1. 
India began her ministry with the Christian 
Church Foundation in June 2017 and has been 
serving as the Assistant Vice President of the 
Great Lakes Zone. India worked closely with 
Enrique “Quique” Ocasio during that time to 
prepare for Quique’s transition to retirement. 

India says, “One of the things that I love 
most about my ministry with the Foundation 
is the opportunity to hear about the passions 
and the faith journeys of the people in our church. It is revitalizing to hear about the 
life experiences, joys, and sorrows that help to shape their character and inspire them to 
live lives of service and generosity. Hearing the stories from these saints of the church 
encourages me to follow in their footsteps by using my time, energy, and resources to 
serve God today, and to leave a legacy for the generations to come.”   

India, her husband, José, and their two young boys live in Fishers, Indiana. India is 
excited to meet and work with all of our donors, congregations, and investors in the Great 
Lakes Zone.

                    Welcome , Bill!
 

We are pleased to announce that Bill Bauer joined our staff on July 
16 as Assistant Controller. Bill brings deep experience in many 
aspects of accounting and reporting. He is a graduate of Indiana 
University and a CPA. Bill and his wife, Cindy, are the proud parents 
of two adult children.
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Christian Church 
Foundation Mission

Our mission is to 
support and expand the 

ability of all Disciples 
ministries to worship, 

witness, and serve.

We do this by identifying 
and resourcing donors 

who desire to make 
a difference through 

planned gifts, and 
by helping Disciples 
ministries be good 

stewards of their gifts 
through sound policies 
and prudent investment 

services. 
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