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Out of

Abundance
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
  consider the abundance of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

Hebrews 13: 7

New Fund Honors Rev. Sarah Bostick

Rev. Bostick

The highlight of the Christian Church Foundation November Board Meeting was 
the approval of a new investment fund: the Bostick Select Fund. Rev. Sarah Lue Bostick 
(b.1868, d.1948) was one of the first African American women ordained in the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). Rev. Bostick served the church for over 40 years until her 

retirement. She was a devoted worker for the Christian Woman’s 
Board of Missions and the National Christian Missionary Society. 
She worked to establish CWBM auxiliaries and collected an 
impressive collection of missions literature. This collection, 
given to the Disciples of Christ Historical Society after Rev. 
Bostick’s death, opened an unparalleled window into women’s 
and African American studies in the Stone-Campbell movement. 
The Bostick Select Fund will continue to uphold the Christian 
Church Foundation’s commitment to being an active, faith-
based investor, while also excluding investments in fossil fuels, 
weapons manufacturers, and companies targeted for divestment 

because of their involvement in perpetuating the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The Fund will 
actively invest in environmentally sustainable companies as well as those responding to an 
increasing global population. This fund, like Rev. Bostick and her ministry, represents a 
new approach to living out our faith. For more information about the Bostick Select Fund, 
please contact the Christian Church Foundation. 
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Is January the new December for giving? 
By: Ruth Weaver

Charitable organizations typically experience additional giving during December.  
Whether it is donors catching up on their pledges, wanting to increase their itemized 
deductions for the year, or feeling the Christmas spirit, December tends to be an 
exceptional month for charitable giving.  

As we’ve turned the page on a new year, the good news is that there’s a new trend in 
charitable giving that is making the first quarter of the year an excellent time for a surge in 
generous giving. Donors who are over the age of 70½ can increase their ability to give by 
using Individual Retirement Account, or “IRA” assets for their gifts. 

Holders of tax-advantaged retirement accounts are generally required to withdraw 
taxable “Required Minimum Distributions” from those accounts after they turn 70½. 
These distributions can result in higher income-based Medicare premiums and, of course, 
higher state, local, and federal income taxes. The tax law provides that the first dollars 
withdrawn from an individual’s IRA account will be applied to satisfy the IRA’s Required 
Minimum Distribution, or “RMD.” Many seniors regularly take their RMD early in the 
year to avoid inadvertently forgetting to take the distribution and incurring the 50% 
penalty on their mistake. (Forgetting to withdraw the required $5,000 RMD will result in a 
$2,500 penalty to the account holder!)

At the end of 2015, tax laws were changed to make a charitable giving opportunity that 
had been on-again-off-again permanent in our tax code. Nicknamed the “IRA Charitable 
Rollover,” this opportunity allows individuals who are over 70½ to make Qualified 
Charitable Distributions (“QCDs”) from their IRA accounts directly to qualified charities. 
This opportunity became even more powerful in 2018 with significantly fewer donors able 
to itemize their deduction.  

Here’s how it works: the Smiths make annual gifts of $6,000 to their church. With the 
2018 changes to the tax law that limited what qualifies as an itemized deduction, and a 
higher ($24,000) “hurdle” for their itemized taxes, they no longer receive a tax benefit for 
their charitable gifts. As a result, a $6,000 gift to their church will cost them (net of tax) 
the full $6,000. Mr. Smith is over 70 ½, and has an $8,000 RMD from an IRA. The couple’s 
combined income tax rate (federal and state) is 25%. If, however, they direct a $6,000 gift 
to their church (a QCD) directly from the IRA rather than first receiving the RMD and 
then making their contribution, the $6,000 QCD contribution will save them $1,500 in 
taxes ($6,000 x 25%) for a net cost of $4,500. They might even consider contributing the 
entire RMD of $8,000, saving taxes of $2,000 ($8,000 x 25%). By using the IRA Charitable 
Rollover, the Smiths’ $6,000 gift (cost net of tax savings) can produce an $8,000 gift for 
their church!                   Continued on next page.
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Many Disciples ministries are supported by donors who have reached, or will shortly 
reach, the age of 70½. As the above example demonstrates, helping older donors 
understand the benefits of using QCDs to reduce the cost of their gifts might also allow 
them to consider larger gifts. Because these gifts are from money that is not taxed to the 
donor, they do not qualify for a charitable deduction and should not be receipted in the 
same way as other donor gifts. A sample acknowledgement letter for this type of gift is 
shown below and is available on the Foundation’s website, and we are always ready to help 
answer your specific questions about promoting or receiving these gifts for the support of 
your ministry.   

Cont’d: Is January the new December for giving? 

Dear (Donor): 

Thank you for your gift in the amount of $_________ from your Individual Retirement 
Account. We are writing to acknowledge that we received your gift directly from your 
plan trustee/administrator and that it is your intention for all or a portion of your gift to 
qualify as a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA under section 408(d)(8) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

In that connection, we warrant to you that our organization is qualified under section 
170(b)(1)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code and that your gift was not transferred to a 
donor advised fund, charitable remainder trust, in exchange for a charitable gift annuity 
or a supporting organization as described in section 509(a)(3).

We further warrant that no goods or services of any value were or will be transferred to 
you in connection with this gift. 

Please retain this letter with your important tax documents and provide a copy to your tax 
preparer. 

Thank you for your generous contribution to our organization.

 Sincerely, 
(Ministry)

Sample Written Acknowledgement 
from Ministry to Donor
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Cherry Log Christian Church in Cherry Log, Georgia, 
knows the importance of saying “Thank You.” With each plan 
or donation that comes to their Legacy Partner Foundation, 
they send a handwritten note of thanks to the donor(s). 
These thank you cards do more than just say thanks, they 
remind donors who and what they are committing to 
through their legacy plans. As your congregation begins its 
journey with a legacy society, or works to reinvigorate your 
already existing one, remember the value and importance of 
saying “Thank You” to your partners in ministry. It makes a 
difference.

General Assembly 2019
Mark your calendars and save the 
date! We would love to see all of 
you at General Assembly from July 
20-24, 2019, in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Registration for General Assembly and 
for the Christian Church Foundation 
dinner is now open at ga.disciples.
org. The Christian Church Foundation 
dinner will be held the evening of 
Tuesday, July 23, at the Hilton Des 
Moines Ballroom. We hope you will be able to join Disciples from across the country 
for a wonderful time of worship, business, learning, and fellowship together! For more 
information about worship and educational opportunities, business items, schedules, and 
other meals and events, please visit ga.disciples.org.

Cherry Log Giving Thanks



Gary Kidwell, CCF President, and 
Mark Anderson, NBA President 

and CEO, at dinner Friday 
evening. 
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Foundation Board Gathers in Texas
The Christian Church Foundation Board of Directors met in Dallas, Texas, 

November 9-11, for their final meeting of 2018. The meeting included worship together, 
conversations regarding the new tax law, reports from our independent investment 
consultant, Prime, Buchholz and Associates, and welcoming our newest board members: 
Mr. Dwayne Bell, Owner-President of Excel Real Estate and member of New Covenant 
Christian Church in Nashville, Tennessee, Rev. Reggie Chapman, Pastor of Lakewood 
Christian Church in Lakewood, Colorado, Ms. Debbie Jennison, retired executive with 
URM Stores, Inc. and member of North Hill Christian Church in Spokane, Washington, 
and Rev. Dr. Christal Williams, Regional Minister and President of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Tennessee. 

The Board of Trustees for the National Benevolent Association was meeting in Dallas at 
the same time allowing the two ministries’ boards the opportunity to have dinner together 
Friday night and learn more about each ministry. We shared a wonderful meal and then 
learned about the partnership between the National Benevolent Association and the 
Christian Church Foundation.

The Christian Church Foundation Board of Directors honored and recognized our 
outgoing board members on Saturday evening. Many thanks to Ms. Debra Clayton of 
Topeka, Kansas, Rev. Teresa Dulyea-Parker of Bloomington, Illinois, Mr. John May of 
Wilmington, North Carolina, and Mr. Bob Williams of Dallas, Texas, for their faithful 
service to the church. The Board of Directors meeting concluded with worship together 
led by board member Rev. David Yonker, Senior Minister of First Christian Church, 
Burlington, Iowa. 

 

Rev. David Yonker 
preaching

Outgoing CCF Board members 
(L to R): Mr. Bob Williams, Ms. 
Debra Clayton, Mr. John May
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Christian Church 
Foundation Mission

Our mission is to 
support and expand the 

ability of all Disciples 
ministries to worship, 

witness, and serve.

We do this by identifying 
and resourcing donors 

who desire to make 
a difference through 

planned gifts, and 
by helping Disciples 
ministries be good 

stewards of their gifts 
through sound policies 
and prudent investment 

services. 
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