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Suggested Guidelines

Congregations can set whatever mem-
bership guidelines they desire for a legacy
society. While some may set a gift mini-
mum, be aware that a specific dollar
amount can minimize the donor’s potential
gift, or, even worse, tell other donors that
their gifts aren’t worthy.
Guidelines can be simple: Often, per-

sons can be members if they have:
• Signed trust documents, wills, life insur-
ance or other agreements that designate
a future gift to the congregation; and/or
• Named the congregation as a beneficiary
of a life-income gift agreement, such as a
charitable gift annuity or charitable
remainder trust.
• Contributed during their lifetime in a
significant way.
The donor should complete a form that

indicates their willingness to be a member;
grants permission to be listed as a member
and identifies how the donor’s name
should be listed when recognizing the gift
or intended gift.



A legacy society — recognizing donors
for their gifts and gift “intentions” — is a
vital tool in helping congregations create a
culture in which faithful members consis-
tently bless the congregation with legacy
gifts that reflect their love of their church
family. A church’s legacy society has two pri-
mary goals:
• To thank donors for their desire to
include a gift to the church in their legacy
gift plans; and
• To encourage other church members to
do likewise. Members who love the
church and have been faithful to the
church can extend their giving beyond
their lifetime by including the church in
their legacy gift planning.
Some donors, not wanting to draw atten-

tion to themselves, may be reluctant to be
recognized for their intended gifts. But
when they understand that their witness
will encourage other members to consider
how they might leave a legacy, they will
agree to be recognized through events and
publications.

Legacy society recognition is an excel-

lent way to express appreciation to those
who have gift plans in place. It can take
many forms, including:
• An annual event or dinner where legacy
society members are invited and formally
thanked for their gifts or intended gifts.
• An annual listing of members’ names that
is distributed to the congregation. This
oftentimes can be incorporated into a
report to the congregation about the
church’s endowment fund, including how
endowment income has been used.
• A wall plaque or other visual reminder
that can be placed in a prominent loca-
tion. This type of recognition also is a
good way to recognize those whose gifts
have been received.

What to name a legacy fund? Ideally, it
should be relevant to your congregation.
Many congregations use variations of Legacy
Builders, Heritage Society; Living
Remembrance; Honored Saints; or All Saints
Society.
Regardless of the name, the key value is

the opportunity to recognize and celebrate
gift intentions while mentoring others to
consider similar plans.

Legacy Societies

Naming a Society

A Chance to Say ‘Thanks’

“This church has meant so much to me! I believe in our church and want to
see the ministries of the church continue for generations to come.

I was reluctant to be listed on our church’s legacy society after putting my gift
plans in place. But when I learned this is an opportunity to encourage others

in my church to do likewise, I’m pleased to have my name listed.”


